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ngoi nhin ra ngoai chod sang, bén ngoai suong mu nhu
Da Lat.

Sang sém, chung t6i ra phi trudng San Francis-
co dé€ di San Antonio, xe bus chay qua nhiing d6i day
suong mtu, c¢é xanh, dudng quanh co nhu trong tranh
vé. Dén Lackland AFB sau trua, tr6i néng va dm, ching
toi lai mac quan phuc mua déng (ni mau xanh), lay
hanh ly xuéng khoi xe bus, lam tht tuc nhép trai va lay
phong, Hai, ban than ciing 707A di du hoc trudc t6i
mot khoa dén don lac dang sé€p hang lam thu tuc, thay
toi m6 hoi nhé nhai, Hai bo tién cic vao may roi dua
cho t6i lon Coke lanh, m& udng thit sung suéng, cam
on ban “vang”.

Toi v6i Poan dugc sap chung phong, sang va trua
an tra tién trong mess hall danh cho si quan va sinh vién
si quan, chiéu vé hai dda thay phién nhau nau com, t6i
thi Sau va thia Bay, néu khong hop nhau nhau nhet, dn
udng, khong can biét phim hay hay dg, t6i va Doan vui
dau trong rap ciné trong can ct dé€ ren nghe Anh van,
ching t6i thuong coi 2 hodc 3, c6 khi 4 phim trong cudi
tuan.

Tai Lackland AFB, chuing t6i hoc khodng 3 thang
bd tic Anh vin va nhiing danh tti chuyén mon cho bay
bdng, may bay, dong co, khi tugng, sau khi thi dau,
ching t6i qua Randolph AFB dé hoc bay T41.

To6i v6i Poan van dugc sap chung phong va hoc
bay cung thay, Mr. Curtis McKimney, sang s6m xe bus
chd ching t6i qua Brooks AFB (cin ctt Khong Quan rat
16n, c6 bénh vién va la noi dao tao nhén vién y khoa cho
Khong Quén) an sang sau d6 chd qua Stinson Field dé
hoc dia hudn, hoc bay T41, tap bay nhiing thé bay cin
ban, tap cét canh, bay binh phi, tap giti cao do khi queo
trai, queo phai, queo 45 do, queo 60 do, lazy 8, stall (triét
ndng) ..., nhung quan trong nhéit va mat nhiéu thi gio
nhét [a tap dap, néu dugc tha solo - tu minh cit canh,
bay chung quanh phi truong (bay trong traffic pattern),
va dap an toan - la diéu kién d€ hodc qua Sheppard hoc
bay phan luc T37 hodc qua Keesler hoc bay canh quat
T28, chiéu hom do, trén duong ve, xe bus dling & tiém
rugu, dia nao solo phai mua 2 cases bia, budc xudéng
khoi xe bus sé dugc tdm bia, con du dé€ danh nhéu cudi
tuan.

Tai Brook AFB, chung t6i cling dugc hoc va thuc
tap vé altitude chamber, va nhay du.

- altitude chamber (phong cao d¢) - vao phong
kin, ap sudt va oxygen dugc rut ra cho phu hgp véi ap
sudt va dudng khi ¢ cao d¢ 20.000, 30.000, 40.000 feet,
bd mask ra dé thd khong khi trong phong va dé biét
phan tng cua co thé minh, hudn luyén vién luon san
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sang chup mask v6i 100% oxygen cho duta nao cé triéu
chting thiéu duéng khi.

- nhdy du - xe pickup kéo khoa sinh deo du dang
boc 1én cao khoang 150 feet, tha day kéo, ti ti r6t xu-
Ong, tap dap, hai chan chum nhau dé€ khong bi trit chan
khi chan cham dat.

Toi va Poan cung chon hoc bay T28, gifia nam
1972, xe bus chd chung toi qua Keesler AFB, nghi dn
trua tai Houston NASA Mission Control Center, tham
phong diéu khién (control room) phi thuyén khong
gian ctia My, gan t6i Houston, nhin bau tr6i phu kin
may den, to6i nghi trong dau, Houston that 6 nhiém,
khong khi va bau troi bi bao phu bdi khi thai caa cac
nha may loc ddu, s6ng & day chac khong tét cho stic
khoe.

Dai Uy Nguyén gia Tap, si quan lién lac, d6n khi
ching t6i dén Keesler, chung téi dugc phong riéng
nhung 2 dda ciing chung phong tdm, cau tiéu, ta lanh
va bép nho, Poan, mic du khong & chung, Duyén va toi
nau com chiéu an chung, chia phién nhau trong tuan,
mot thang ndu, mot thang riia chén dia, néi niéu, mot
thdng don dep va lau chui, ndu sao dn vay, khong dugc
ché, néu khong nuot dugc thi tu kiém do an hoac rang
an sandwich hay mi géi. Trong khi hoc dia hudn, t6i va
Doan dugc xép hoc bay cung mdt thay (IP - Instructor
Pilot), Trung Uy Brian Shul, méi ra trudng, tré mang,
cao, to con, din thé thao, choi racquetball rat gioi -
sau khi Keesler dong ctia, 6ng tinh nguyén sang Thai
Lan ti€p tuc day T28 cho khong quan Thai Lan, ong bi
phong ndng trong mot phi vu huén luyén, thap tt nhat
sinh, v6i phan dau tdt cung, 6ng bay lai va sau dé bay
Blackbird SR-71...

Phi vu huén luyén déu tién, ra bai dau, kiém soat
phi co mot vong, chiéc T28 cao, cting cap, khong éo 1a
nhu chiéc T41, tréo 1én canh dé€ budc vao phong lai, khi
bay, ching t6i phai mang du lung va vi bay trén bién,
chiéc go6i dudi ghé ngoi la phao, tro ngoi trudc, IP ngdi
sau. IP noi t6i quay may nhung tu IP xin di chuyén va
cat canh, khi ra ving huin luyén, IP chi dan thé bay
spin, chiéc T28 bay 1én, cham dan va chui d4u xudng
bién trong khi quay vong vong, toi chéi véi khong biét
dau la troi, dau la dat, rat may man, khong bi chéng
mdt, chi choang vang doi, ba gidy va nhét la khong buon
6i, IP recover, chiéc T28 bay lai binh phi, IP chi dan vai
thé bay can ban khac va vé dap.

Phi vu saing hom sau, tdi ty kiém sodt phi co, 1é
di nhién, IP theo sat phia sau, quay may, xin di chuyén
va tu cdt canh ra vung thuc tap, thé bay dau tién toi
phai lam la spin, nhin chung quanh kiém soat vung troi
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